President’s Message
By Albert J. Bannon

History in the making may be the best kind. We have the
opportunity to experience it with ‘our own senses—to live
it instead of just reading about it. ,

If you missed the Federal Bar Association’s recent An-
nual Dinner, you really missed a perfect opportunity to ex-
perience history at first hand. Those of us who did attend
were fortunate to hear the life story of Judge Frye, as told
by the author. It was so interesting that we are devoting a
two-part series to it, beginning with this issue. I hope you

enjoy reading about this very unassuming person who has
Obmnma Bm:< door and mnooBEa:mn_ me% .hmnm_w: ch:m a very.distin-

;mc_mgn_ legal career.

.In the next few months we will all be witnesses in ﬂrm transition to a new.
federal courthouse o, 4s Judge Redden puts it so well, from the GUS Amzmu
.mowoao: Courthouse) to the MOH (Mark O. Emﬁma Courthouse). Be sure to

- beé a part of history in the Bm_c:m by m:msa5m Eo onBoEmm moq ﬁ:mmo two

. buildings.

1, for one, will HEmm the humbling mN@mbbam Om imzabm into the court-
.rooms.of Ea Gus'J. Solomon Courthouse and immediately sensing, from a
, .@EQA view of the physical surroundings; that T am truly in a special place—a
* place where Emcom was done."No matter ﬁ&mﬁ Hmﬂ mnrooH you mﬂmb&ma or
2_.5 you were, you were not above the law.
i+« The Gus J.: mo_oBo: Courthouse holds many memories moa all of us. I spent
: ,,_RQ first year-as-a lawyer in that building 27 years ago and came to know and
Bm_umoﬁ many vmoﬁm who worked there. I could fill many wmmmm S:nbm about
‘my experiences as’a clerk for Judge John F. Kilkenny.
- Instead; I would Emm to hear from our members about their c:ﬁcm experi-
_ ‘ences:at the GUS, many of which probably involved the building’s namesake.
We will print the: Uomﬁ of these in the fall issue of this newsletter.
. Thisyear is also one of transition for our society. To.continue the strong tra-
mEo: of this organization, we need to broaden our membership base. Talk to
: <OE @mnnn_.m and associates and others interested in history. Convince. EmB ,
' to join with us: in preserving Oregon judicial history. Just call me at 228- -

c st 2025

D SQ noca m_mmonnm_ moﬁmam

tant to me.” At Klamath Union High
School, Helen had several women
teachers who served as her mentors.
One of the most influential was Alice
Howard, the dean of women.

Helen’s teenage years were also
filled with piano lessons provided by
an aunt, dancing, roller skating, and
ice skating. And there were the sum-
mer and after-school jobs—pulling
carrots, working in a drug store, at a
skating rink, polishing silver in a jew-
elry store, “candling” eggs in the
basement of a creamery, clerking at
Wahlgren's drug store.

6044 for a B vmarﬁ mEu:nm:Ob “The momw are Rmmonm&_m and Em cause

“This‘next: %mma is.a Umn”ooﬁ EB « to Um a vmn Om our onmENmQOS ‘With a new
{ fe eral building and new Eammm on the horizon, what better way to feel a-part -
cof 9@ o:mbmmm that are taking place than to _un a BmBUQ of the GESQ mEﬁmm ,

PrePARING TO BE AN ENGLISH TEACHER

After graduation Helen went to the
University of Oregon on scholarships
from the State of Oregon, Standard Oil
Company, and Delta Kappa Gamma,
the teachers’ honorary society. There,
she studied to become an English
teacher and found a mentor in a profes-
sor named Ed Lesch.

During her sophomore year she met
her future husband, Bill Frye, when
both of them were class officers: she, the
president of the sophomore class; he, the
vice-president. They married at the end of
their junior years.

After
graduating
with hon-
ors in En-
glish,
Helen re-
ceived a
graduate
assistant-
ship in the
English De-
partment
and went on to complete course
work for her master's degree while
her husband attended his first year
of law school on the G.I. bill.

When that source of support ended,
Helen signed a contract to teach En-
glish with the Eugene School District.
However, she soon discovered that
she was pregnant and was required to
resign the teaching position, which
was to be their sole support until Bill
graduated from law school. In the
coming months, the couple pieced to-
gether a living by managing the Ama-
zon Student Housing Project and
Helen obtained part-time work as a
grader for the English Department, a
tutor for the Athletic Department, and
a nursery school teacher.

Helen EQ«&WN:S.:%
Eisenbower’s 1952 presi-
dential campaign.

‘WORKING AS A TEACHER AND PARENT

By the time Bill began practicing
law, the couple had two children—a
son and a daughter. But Helen soon
realized that she would not be happy
unless she could return to teaching
full time. So she got a job at Cal
Young Junior High School teaching
social studies and (later) Spanish.

Blessed with an abundance of
physical energy, she found she could
work 16 or
17 hours a
day without
tiring. But
she also
found she
didn’t have
much pa-
tience with
seventh-
graders.

Later, she
transferred
to Eugene
High School, Helen with husband Bill
where she Frye on the University of
taught En- Oregon campus.

glish and Spanish and thoroughly en-
joyed the experience. She also be-
came active in the community,
serving as a precinct committee-
woman, taking an active part in
school board issues, and helping her
husband in his successful 1958 cam-
paign to become district attorney.

In 1959-60 she took a year off to
await the birth of a daughter and to
complete her master’s degree. After
her third child was born, she decided
to stay home; but as she soon found
out “that was not my destiny.”

“I found out it was not my destiny
because [ was an unhappy person
that year. I never could put my finger
on it...J wasn’t bored....I loved my
children dearly and still do.”

In the spring of 1961 the school dis-
trict called and asked her to return and
teach Spanish in the fall. She taught un-
til 1963, when she enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Oregon School of Law.

BECOMING A LAwYER

To some extent, the decision to
study law was inspired by Betty
Friedan’s book, The Feminine Mys-
tigue, which was published in the
early 1960s. Also, Helen had found
that the joy had gone out of teaching,
because of growing classroom disci-
pline problems and a new approach
to teaching that required her “to teach
history, language, grammar, spelling,
and everything all together.” “That,”
she says, “is not the way I teach well.”

By this time Bill had become one
of the top prosecutors in the nation
and the president of the National Dis-
trict Attorneys Association. He was
away from home a good deal, leaving
most of the care for the children and

“their home to Helen.

At law school, Helen was one of
four women in her class. She remem-
bers that the University of Oregon
law school was not geared for
women. “We had to go through the
library to get to the women’s
restroom, and if the librarian locked
the door to the library for lunch we
couldn’t use the restroom.”

Nor could they join the three na-
tional legal fraternities on campus or
take part in much of the law school’s
social life.

However, Judge Frye does not feel
that she met with much resistance

.\:&mm Frye in 1972 §S \u@. children Q3§
left) Karen, Heide, and Eric.

from the faculty or her fellow students.
She recalls that Hans Linde, then a pro-
fessor, “just more or less thought of
women as students.” Dean Orlando
Hollis, however, initially had reserva-
tions about her motivation in attending
law school and was particularly de-
manding of her and his other women
students. Later, though, he became her
mentor and friend.

The last few months of law school
were difficult for Helen and Bill Frye
because he was running for Congress
and she didn’t have time to campaign
with him. He lost in the primary elec-
tion by only 1,200 votes. Both of the
Fryes felt that she could have made a
difference had she campaigned.

Law PRACTICE AND STATE COURT SERVICE

After receiving her law degree, Helen
went to work for a Eugene law firm,
Riddlesbarger, Pederson, Brownhill and
Young, before joining her husband’s
firm, Husband, Johnson and Frye. Bill
and Helen practiced together for three
years until Helen decided to seek a seat
on the Lane County Circuit Court
bench. She was one of seven running
for the position, which had just been
created. She came in second in the bar
poll. When Governor McCall appointed
her, she became the first woman to
serve on the Lane County Circuit Court
bench. As a circuit court judge, she was
the first woman in the state of Oregon
to hear felony criminal cases.

“I am eternally grateful to Governor
Tom McCall,” she once said of her ap-
pointment. “He had no reason to ap-
point me, and affirmative action hadn’t
come into being at that time. I didn’t
know him at all, but he’s the one who
really gave me my big chance.”

Life on the circuit court bench defi-
nitely agreed with Judge Frye, who was
warmly welcomed by her new col-
leagues. “In fact,” she observed in 1981,
“I've never been around a more sup-

“As a candidate for appointment
to the Lane County Circuit Court
bench, I bad some of my fellow law-
yers, and even some friends, say
quite sincerely, ‘We just can’t take a
chance with a woman on the cir-
cuit court bench. The judiciary is
too important a place to gamble.’
Jobn Jaqua and Bill Wheatley,
prominent Eugene lawyers, were
willing to gamble, however; and
they, along with Ted Goodwin, con-
vinced our state’s maverick gover-
nor, Tom McCall, to appoint me to
the Lane County Circuit Court.”

—The Hon. Helen ]. Frye, May 16, 1996

portive group than the judges in the
Lane County Circuit Court.”

She also liked the fact that she
could be involved in the law without,
as she put it, “having to be involved
in a monetary fashion with people.”

“As far as telling somebody I'm
sorry, you can't cross the threshold of
my door until you put down a $100
retainer,” that’s almost impossible for
me to do. You can'’t run a law office
unless you do that, really.”

Judge Frye served on the state cir-
cuit court bench for nearly nine years,
winning reelection in 1972 and 1978.
During that time, she believes, she
was in a position to see “the parade
of humanity pass.”

“I could see trends in society. I could
see the movement toward the change
in the family. T could see the increase in
divorces and the changes in the roles of
women and their rights, which has
been very exciting for me.”

During her time on the circuit court
bench, Helen and Bill Frye divorced.
Later, both remarried.

On March 24, 1980 President Jimmy
Carter appointed Judge Helen Frye, a
registered Independent, to the United
States District Court for the District of
Oregon. She was the first woman
judge to serve on Oregon’s federal
bench. She was also the only regis-
tered Independent in the United
States to serve on a federal bench.

Part 2 of this series on Judge Frye will
cover ber years on the federal bench.




The Hon. Owen M. Panner is the subject of a fascinating article in the Winter-
Spring edition of Oregon History, the magazine of the Oregon Historical Society.
In this continuing series, entitled “From Whizbang to Warm Springs,” Judge
Panner reflects on his work with the Indians at Warm Springs.

He became the lawyer for the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs in 1955 and

continued as the tribe’s chief counsel until he was appointed to the U.S. District

Court bench in 1980.

Judge Panner was elected president of the Oregon Historical Society at its an-

nual meeting in November 1995.

B ——r A ]

The Oral History Committee is planning a special Oral History Training Workshop
this fall in conjunction with the Oregon State Bar Convention. The session will
take place from 2 to 4 p.m. Friday, September 27 a1 ine Southern Oregon Histori-
cal Society History Center, 106 N. Central in Medford. It will be led by historian

Marjorie Edens.

“By holding the session in Southern Oregon at the time of the bar convention,”
says Oral History Committee Chair Diane Rynerson, “we hope to attract new oral

historians from all parts of the state.” If you want to learn to take the oral history a

senior judge or attorney, plan to attend.

e

Planning for the Annual Picnic is under way. Watch your mail for your invitation.
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NEW LIFETIME MEMBER: Douglas G. Houser
NEW MEMBERS: Andrew C. Balyeat, Katherine moammu Susan C. Glen,
Hon. Ancer L. Haggerty, Samuel C. Kauffman, James E..Redman, Helle Rode, Dian

3

R. Rogers, Arden E. Shenker, Hon. Donald D. Sullivan, John Folawn, Tae Rhee,
Norman J. Sievert, and Rose Jade
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DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY

Hon. Michael R. Hogan, Board Chairman;
Albert Bannon, President; Jeffrey M.
Batchelor, Vice President and President Elect;
Ernest Bonyhadi, Treasurer; Gregory A.
Chaimov, Corporate and Executive Secretary;
Charles F. Adams; Dr. Donald G. Balmer; Jef-
frey M. Batchelor; Hon. Anna J. Brown; Hon.
James M. Burns, Honorary Director; Hon.
Charles S. Crookham; Dr. Gordon B. Dodds;
Hon. Susan P. Graber; Martin Hansen; Dennis
Karnopp; Randall B. Kester; Judith D.
Kobbervig; John Kottkamp; Donald W.
McEwen; Prof. Ralph James Mooney; Jeffrey
S. Mutnick; Chet Orloff; Hon. Owen M.
Panner; Kristine Olson; Hon. Ellen F.
Rosenblum; Sarah Ryan; S. Diane Rynerson;
Elizabeth Solomon, Honorary Director; Rich-
ard B. Solomon; Caroline P. Stoel; Dr. Roy
Turnbaugh; Steven T. Wax; James N.
Westwood

PAST PRESIDENTS

Joyce Hyne, Immediate Past President;
George H. Fraser; Wayne Hilliard; Randall B.
Kester; Katherine H. O'Neil; Norman J.
Wiener; Don S. Willner

LIFETIME MEMBERS

Jeffrey M. Batchelor, Robert Belloni, Owen
Blank, Raymond Conboy (membership

given in memoriam), Paul T. Fortino, George
H. Fraser, Edwin A. Harnden, Wayne Hilliard,
Douglas G. Houser; Daniel O’Leary, Chester
E. McCarty, Jeffrey S. Mutnick, Owen M.
Panner, Frank Pozzi, Arlene Schnitzer, John
Schwabe, Norman Sepenuk, Gayle L.
Troutwine, William White, and Donald Wilson

Bulletin Editor: Carolyn M. Buan
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On December 10, 1995 The Honorable
Helen ]. Frye, the first woman to be
appointed to the federal bench in Or-
egon, took sewior status. In this issue
of Oregon Benchmarks, we begin a
two-part series on Judge Frye’s life and
career. Part 1 concerns the years lead-
ing to ber appointment to the United
States District Court for the District of
Oregon. The article is based largely on
an oral bistory of Judge Frye that was
taken in 1981 by Linda Brody (now
Linda Dodds).

A Drrricurr CHILDHOOD

Childhood memories for Helen
Jackson Frye begin with a conversa-
tion she and her little brother had in
1934, shortly after their father—Ear]
Clifford Jackson—died of pneumonia
at the age of 26. At the time, Helen
was a three-year-old living with her
grandparents near Malin, Oregon, in
rural Klamath County.

“I remember that my brother and I
would say to each other that if we
uncovered our feet we were going to
die too, because the family attributed
my father’s pneumonia which led to
his death to bad weather and his walk-
ing the fields in bare feet.”

Not long after her father died, Helen’s
mother, Elizabeth Belle Kirkpatrick
Jackson, and her brother, Earl LeRoy,
both contracted tuberculosis. Her
mother, then only 24, was sent to a
sanitarium in The Dalles, Oregon, and
her brother was taken to the
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in
Portland, leaving Helen to be cared
for by her maternal grandparents.

“I was alone then. Within three
months—that was the end of my fam-
ily. I lived with my grandparents, and
fortunately they were able to take
care of me. Otherwise [ would have

gone to an orphanage.”

.ﬁi
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The next five to
six years were happy
ones, spent on her
grandparents’ farm
30 miles southeast of
Klamath Falls.
Money was scarce
(this, after all, was
the Great Depres-
sion), but food was
plentiful.

Helen’s grandpar-
ents and a young
uncle who lived
with them had a
close and loving relationship. Helen re-
calls that she and her grandmother—an
Englishwoman—gathered eggs, rode bi-
cycles, and went ice skating on the ca-
nal. During the school year, she
attended a small country school called
Malin Grade School, where she says she
got “a tremendous education.”

When Helen was nine, her mother
(now remarried) returned to Klamath
County and shortly thereafter Helen’s
brother was released from Doernbecher
hospital into her mother’s care. When
Helen joined them later that year, the
family moved to a tiny apartment lo-
cated in the end of a school bus barn in
Klamath Falls.

The move was a disaster. “I didn’t
know my mother very well....I didn’t
know my little brother...and I didn’t
know my stepfather at all. In fact, if it is
true that physical health is directly re-
lated to mental health, which is what I
believe, it is understandable why I
nearly died. I had a ruptured appendix
within about a month and a half after I
went to live with them and was in the
hospital for a long time.”

Her early life experiences influenced
Judge Frye’s rulings in juvenile cases
when she served on the state court. In
her 1981 oral history, she said, “I think

Helen at age 10
with friends.

a long time before I take a child and
move that child away from a situation
in which he or she is very happy and
very comfortable and place him or her
back, even if it is with the parents. I'm
not saying that my mother was mean
to me or that my stepfather was mean.
It’s just that this is a very serious thing
to do to a child.”

In her new home, much of the re-
sponsibility for cooking, cleaning, and
laundry fell on young Helen’s shoul-
ders. Until she was a sophomore in
high school, her mother’s health con-
tinued to deteriorate and periodically
she was sent back to the hospital.
During those times, Helen ran the
household.

“When I was about a sophomore,
she went back to the T.B. hospital for
good. Then my stepfather moved
back to his parents’ farm in Bly, Or-
egon, and my brother and I just
stayed there by ourselves.” When
Helen graduated in 1949, her brother
moved to Bly to live with their stepfa-
ther. “How I really coped psychologi-
cally was that I was good at school,
and my teachers and I got along well,
and school became very, very impor-

Continued on page 2

“As a bigh school graduate with
straight A’s, I received two modest
scholarships, for which I am eter-
nally grateful. The pitcher on the
baseball team, whose grades
couldn’t compare with mine, re-
ceived a much larger scbolarsbip.
This was at Klamath Union High
School in 1949.

I suspect that the same thing
bappens today, but the pitcber on
the baseball team could be a girl.”

—The Hon. Helen ]. Frye, May 16, 1996




