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has two fine
examples of
Mr. Wende-
roth’s work—
the federal
courthouses
in Pendleton
and Medford.
These build-
ings represent
American Renaissance Revival archi-
tecture with elements of Georgian
Revival style. They incorporate sym-
metry, a rectangular floor plan, tall
fanlight windows with small panes, a
red brick exterior, and a parapet that
consists of a prominent cornice with
balustrades. Elements of Second Re-
naissance Revival architecture are also
evident in the stone base, raised first
floor, door-height casement windows,
and wrought iron ornamentation.

Initial Construction
and Subsequent Changes

Construction on the post office-
courthouse began in early 1915 and
was completed in 1916. The Postal
Service moved in immediately and
maintained central operations there
until 1966. The United States District
Court shared the second floor with the
U.S. Attorney and the U.S. Marshal.
Court facilities included a courtroom,
judge’s chambers, and clerk’s office.
Offices on the third floor were occu-
pied by other government agencies,
including Army, Navy, and Marine
Corps recruiting offices.

By the mid-1930s, the Postal Ser-
vice had outgrown the existing build-
ing, so in 1938 Congress authorized
$230,000 to cover the construction of
an addition and interior remodeling.
Under the direction of supervising ar-
chitect Louis A. Simon, an extension
was designed for the north side of the
building and a light-well was created
where the buildings joined to preserve
the large, arched windows in the
courtroom for the natural light they
provided. When completed in 1939,
the addition created significant new

work space for the post office and
additional general office space on the
second and third floors.

However, post-World War Il growth
in the valley forced the Postal Service
to look for a new and larger building.
In 1966, after more than 50 years of
continuous operation in the post of-
fice-courthouse, the Postal Service
moved to its present location in the
Post Office and Federal Building on
Eighth Avenue. While this move was
beneficial for the Postal Service and
its customers, the loss of the primary
tenant had a profound impact on the
old post office-courthouse. The GSA,
the building’s landlord after 1949, was
forced to find replacement tenants. In
mid-1966 renovations were under-
taken to reconfigure the interior to
accommodate the requirements of the
new tenants, the Social Security Ad-
ministration and the Internal Revenue
Service.

Sadly, these renovations resulted in
the removal of or damage to much of
the building’s historic fabric. The main
postal lobby—with its high ceilings
crowned in ornate plaster molding,
fanlight arched windows, and marble
and terrazzo floor—was reduced to
general office space with acoustic tile
ceilings and flourescent lighting. An

attempt to modernize the courtroom
resulted in covering the arched win-
dows with plywood and acoustic tiles.
The traditional dark wood center
bench, jury box, and public seating
were removed and replaced with con-
temporary casework finished in light
oak. The judge’s bench was placed in
a corner orientation and the historic
light fixtures replaced with banks of
flourescent fixtures. On the third floor,
original walls, doors, and transoms—
along with ornate brass hardware—
were removed to create large floor
plans intended to accommodate con-
temporary movable partitions. In
1979, despite the loss or alteration of
most of the significant historical fea-
tures of the building, it was placed on
the National Register of Historic
Places.

A Reassessment
of the Old Courthouse

Over the next several years, with its
name changed to the United States
Courthouse and Federal Building, the
facility housed the U.S. Probation
Office, Drug Enforcement Agency,
and Immigration and Naturalization
Service, in addition to the Social Se-
curity Administration and the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. The court
continued to serve Southern Oregon
with periodic visits by district and
magistrate judges from Portland and
Eugene.
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In 1990, however, judges and court
administrators, aware of the increased
growth of the region, initiated a com-
prehensive assessment of the actual
and potential judicial workload origi-
nating in Southern Oregon. The re-
sults of this assessment led to the
appointment of local attorney John P.
Cooney to the newly created post of
part-time magistrate judge. While still
maintaining his law practice, Judge
Cooney began to conduct regular
court proceedings at the Courthouse
and Federal Building. Petty offense
calendars, as well as preliminary mat-
ters in criminal cases originating in
Southern Oregon, were heard on a
monthly basis. Though subsequent
proceedings in felony cases and all
civil matters continued to be con-
ducted in Eugene, an ever-increasing
caseload resulted in the magistrate
judge position being converted to full-
time status.

In January of 1994, John P. Cooney
became the first full-time federal ju-
dicial officer to be stationed in
Medford and to occupy the historic
courthouse. In March of that year,
Donald M. Cinnamond, clerk of
court, established a full-time clerk’s
office and appointed Craig W. Meyer
to the position of division manager.
On April 1, 1994, the first civil case
to be filed in Medford was placed on
the court’s docket. Felony criminal
cases, however, continued to be man-
aged in the Eugene division.

The First Phase
of Renovation and Resoration

These events had a great impact on
the old Courthouse and Federal Build-
ing. Anticipation of an increased pres-
ence in Southern Oregon compelled
court administrators to conclude that
significant changes to the building
would need to be made in order for it
to support court operations. In 1993
a project team comprising court and
GSA administrators, together with
architects from the SERA firm, began

the process of planning and designing

the renovation and restoration of the
historic structure. An existing project
to provide more space for the U.S.
Marshal became the vehicle for

launching a series of improvements
that had an impact on every room in
the building. For eighteen months, the
project team met to plan and design
the renovation and restoration of the
historic building. For the team, creat-
ing a productive work environment
was as important as restoring the
building’s historical integrity. For one
thing, the design needed to incorpo-
rate modern technology that would
create an infrastructure to support
data and communications systems.

In 1995 the Social Security Admin-
istration was relocated to a new facil-
ity and contractors began the actual
work of renovating and restoring the
building. Every element of the 1965-
67 renovation to the first and third
floors was removed. For the first time
in 30 years, the high plaster ceiling and
original dimensions of the grand lobby
were visible. So, too, was the over-
whelming degree of damage done to
the structure by earlier modernization
efforts. The ornate ceiling and cornice
had been penetrated more than 100
times to accommodate ventilation
ducts, electrical wiring, and plumbing
pipes. Occasionally, however, demo-
lition also revealed small treasures.
When workmen removed a wall con-
structed during a prior modernization
project, they discovered that the origi-
nal staircase newel post was hidden
inside. Today, the restored newel post
once again supports the staircase bal-
usters and handrail in the first-floor
lobby.

Once all demolition was completed,
construction began on a new resident
judge’s chambers; offices for Proba-
tion, Pretrial Services, and the Clerk
of Court; offices, holding cells, and
interview rooms for the U.S. Marshal;

a congressional field office; the main
lobby; and a multipurpose room to be
used for hearings, grand jury proceed-
ings, and petite juror assembly.

Perhaps the most difficult space,
from the standpoint of restoration,
was the first-floor lobby. Skilled arti-
sans fabricated their own tools in or-
der to repair the ceiling and reproduce
large sections of highly detailed crown
molding. They worked for more than
three months on scaffolding erected
in the lobby to meticulously fill every
hole in the ceiling and sculpt, by hand,
the intricate cornice and crown mold-
ing. The result of their skill and labor
was a magnificent restoration.

In addition to the damage done to
the ceiling, an ornate wooden entry
vestibule had been removed when the
lobby was reduced to a corridor. Car-
penters restored the wood elements in
the lobby including the raised panel
wainscoting and the entry vestibule.
Using ash to replicate the original spe-
cies, workers applied a rich dark
cherry finish to the casework. The
grand entry vestibule, which was con-
structed from the original 1915 draw-
ings, was designed to incorporate and
partially conceal modern security
equipment. Natural light from the re-
stored fanlight windows was supple-
mented with pendant light fixtures,
designed to replicate the style of those
originally specified by Oscar
Wenderoth. The lobby’s three pairs of
entry doors, which had been reduced
to only one functioning pair, were re-
stored to their original design.

This phase of the restoration was com-
pleted in November 1996. With the
exception of the second-floor court-
room, every room in the building was
restored or renovated. To commemo-
rate the occasion, a community cel-
ebration was held, during which the
building was renamed the James A.
Redden United States Courthouse in
honor of the chief judge of the court
from 1990 to 1995. A former prac-
ticing attorney in Medford, Senior
District Judge Redden served in the
legislature and as Oregon’s attor-
ney general before being appointed
to the federal bench. Today, he con-

Continued on page 6
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tinues to serve on the district court
bench.

Renovation and Restoration
of the District Courtroom

In January 1997 the United States
Attorney established an office in
Southern Oregon in response to
greater activity on the part of federal
law enforcement agencies, including
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, and Drug Enforcement Agency.
Accordingly, the district court began
to manage felony cases in Medford,
which greatly increased the use of the
district courtroom. Attention natu-
rally turned to completing the final
phase of improvements to the court-
house—the renovation and restora-
tion of the district courtroom.

Once again, the project team was
assembled to develop and implement
a program. During a previous attempt
to modernize the space, the courtroom
had been realigned to a corner orien-
tation. This scheme however, reduced
the space between the bench and the
rail {the well) and made it difficult to
conduct proceedings involving mul-
tiple parties or defendants. It also
made it nearly impossible to integrate
modern courtroom technology, such
as electronic evidence presentation
systems, into the courtroom. In re-
sponse, the project team determined
that a return to a center bench design,
together with a repositioning of the
bar (the rail that customarily separates
the well from the gallery), would per-
mit the expansion of the well beyond
its original dimensions. A cable dis-
tribution plan was then designed to
provide the courtroom with a mod-
ern infrastructure to support data and

Left. In 1966, when
the post office was
relocated, extensive
remodeling was un-
dertaken and the
building lobby was
reduced to a narrow
ballway. Right. The
restored lobby.

communication systems. A hydraulic
lift was also designed, to be incorpo-
rated into the casework to assist dis-
abled witnesses or judicial officers in
gaining access to the witness box or
judge’s bench.

The courtroom design included a
number of other improvements,
among them acoustic conditioning,
historic window treatment, remote
lighting control, motorized exterior
window shading, enhanced sound
amplification, and an electronic evi-
dence presentation system with built-
in juror monitors.

Funding for the project became
available in 1999 and work began
immediately. Stripped of its benches,
rail, public seating, and furnishings,
the courtroom began to be rebuilt in
a style that complemented the
building’s architecture. Using Ameri-
can cherry wood, workers built new
casework that included the judge’s
bench, witness stand, clerk’s bench,
jury box, rail, and public seating. As
a result of the rail being relocated to
expand the well, a new entrance was
required at the back of the courtroom
for access to gallery seating. A room
adjacent to this entrance was con-
verted to a public waiting area that
adjoins the main courtroom lobby.

Workers also installed pendant
lighting fixtures to supplement natu-
ral light provided by the courtroom’s
three large arched windows. Erick
Shumate of Creswell, Oregon, de-
signed and constructed counsel tables
of solid cherry with a hand-rubbed
finish. The renovation and restoration
were completed by draperies, carpet-
ing, and other furnishings appropri-
ate to the design and style of the
courtroom.

A final element of the second phase
of renovation involved improvements
to the building’s exterior. During con-
struction of the 1939 addition, the
parapet around the top of the build-
ing was altered by removal of the in-
dividual balusters and installation of
a solid insert. The effect was to give
the parapet a heavy, imposing appear-
ance that was instantly at odds with
the building’s architecture. In June
2000 the building received a new roof,
and the solid inserts and replaced by
individual balusters following the
original design specifications.

Beyond all of the aesthetic and tech-
nological improvements that were
made, however, the building is impor-
tant for its connection to the South-
ern Oregon community. Thus, it is
fitting that—as a final touch to the im-
pressive restoration—more than 20
large historical photographs from the
collections of the Southern Oregon
Historical Society were put on display
throughout the building. They depict
the courthouse and scenes of life in
Medford, Jacksonville, Crater Lake,
Grants Pass, Ashland, and Klamath
Falls. In addition, examples of historic
court furniture are on display.

Throughout its restoration, the
courthouse benefitted from a truly re-
markable group of architects and
craftspeople. It is their skill, dedica-
tion, and personal pride that you sense
when you walk through the front
doors. Their efforts and those of the
court, the GSA, and the community
have ensured that this courthouse will
continue to serve the people of South-
ern Oregon for generations to come.

Robert M. Walch is chief deputy clerk
of the U.S. District Court and served
as the court project manager for the
renovation and restoration of the
James A. Redden U.S. Courthouse. He
is presently the Court of Appeals
project manager for the Pioneer
Courthouse Seismic and Rehabilita-
tion Project.

Craig W. Meyer is division manager
of the Medford Clerk’s Office. He
served as the court’s local project man-
ager for the Redden U.S. Courthouse
renovation and restoration.
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udge Alfred T. Goodwin began his

career not as a lawyer, but as a news
reporter for the Eugene Register
Guard. As a student, he had gained
experience on the staff of the Univer-
sity of Oregon newspaper. While at
the Register Guard, he got to know
Wayne Morse, an attorney-politician,
fairly well and enjoyed covering po-
litical issues. His high regard for
Morse’s individuality, coupled with
the challenge of graduating from the
University of Oregon School of Law,
spurred the future judge into law
school. As he recalls, “I realized that
newspaper reporters and historians
record what happens or what has hap-
pened, but lawyers tended to be the
people who were causing things to
happen. And I thought it would be
more fun to be somebody making
things happen than to be somebody
just reporting what somebody else
did.” And make things happen he did.

Upon graduation, he took a posi-
tion with Stan Darling and Otto
Vanderheit in Eugene. Their law of-
fice door carried the names Stan Dar-
ling, Otto Vanderheit, Alfred
Goodwin, Ken O’Connell, and Wayne
Morse. That changed in 1952, when
Morse changed his party registration
to Democrat, came out for Adlai
Stevenson in the Eisenhower-
Stevenson presidential campaign,
and asked Darling and Vanderheit
to do the same. When the men re-
fused, Morse asked that his name be
removed from the law office door.
Within five minutes, Alfred
Goodwin was out with a razor blade
doing just that.

The young Goodwin continued to
practice law in Eugene for four years
with no intention of seeking a judge-
ship, but when Judge East was ap-
pointed to the federal bench, an
opening was created on the circuit
court. One day, Windsor Calkins
stopped by Judge Goodwin’s office
and asked him if he had any interest
in that position, reasoning that he
wouldn’t get many first-choice votes
in the preference poll but would get
everybody’s second-choice votes. At
that point, Judge Goodwin reminded
Calkins that he had been out of law

OraL HisTory

NOTES

featuring
HoN. ALFReD T.
GOODWIN

By Heather Van Meter

school only four years, to which
Calkins said, “I know that, but you’re
educable and I’'m friends with [Gov-
ernor] Patterson.” Indeed, the gover-
nor remembered that Alfred Goodwin
had helped on his campaign and con-
sidered the young man an expert on
the subject of the Uniform Commer-
cial Code. The governor told Calkins,
“I always thought it was a great idea
to get young judges...who were ca-
pable and keep them awhile because
you get good mileage out of them.”
Judge Goodwin says Windsor Calkins
is the person most responsible for his
judicial career.

During Judge Goodwin’s five years
of service on the Lane County Circuit
Court, he typically sat in Eugene, but
he also served in Coquille, Roseburg,
Bend, Klamath Falls, and Medford as
the need dictated. The chief justice
repeatedly took advantage of Judge
Goodwin’s youth to help out in coun-
ties where the more senior judges had
a backlog of cases.

After Judge Goodwin had served on
the circuit court for five years, an
opening on the Oregon Supreme
Court arose. Governor Hatfield
wanted to appoint Judge Goodwin to
the position, but the judge was con-
cerned that he would lose once it was
up for election that same year. When

Judge Goodwin called Windsor
Calkins and Glenn Jack, then OSB
president, for advice, however, both
men encouraged him to accept and
said that he was widely respected
throughout the state. Judge Goodwin
accepted the Supreme Court appoint-
ment and won the election handily.

During his nine years on the Su-
preme Court, Judge Goodwin served
on Oregon’s Constitutional Revision
Commission (in 1962) with many
other prominent Oregonians. He re-
calls that the group worked hard and
produced excellent results, but in the
end many of its constitutional reforms
were not adopted because the Oregon
Legislature could never get the re-
quired two-thirds majority.

The commission knew it had an
uphill battle getting a whole new con-
stitution adopted, but the group con-
sciously chose to produce a single
document it could be proud of, rather
than piecemeal changes that would
sail through the legislature but not fix
the problems that existed. Some of the
major sticking points were the addi-
tion to the constitution of enumerated
civil rights and reapportionment of the
legislature following each decennial
census with Supreme Court oversight.

Judge Goodwin remained on the
Oregon Supreme Court until his ap-
pointment to the U.S. District Court
for Oregon in 1969. That appoint-
ment was part of a “package deal”
that former Governor Hatfield put
together to get Judge Kilkenny ap-
pointed to the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, despite his being close to re-
tirement age. Judge Kilkenny was to
serve on the Ninth Circuit until his re-
tirement, when Judge Goodwin would
take his place. To his credit, Judge
Goodwin’s hearing before the Senate
Judiciary Committee lasted only a few
minutes.

At the U.S. District Court, Judge
Goodwin was extremely pleased to
have inherited Judge Kilkenny’s very
capable staff, including his courtroom
deputy, Claire Mundorf (former clerk
of the court Lowell Mundorf’s
widow). Because he hadn’t used the
Federal Rules of Procedure in 15
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